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Puppy Mills, Part 2

Last month I was talking
about puppy mills in general
and in particular, the recent
puppy mill busts in our local
area. Under the same family
umbrella, three locations were
raided and about 600 dogs,
most of them pregnant, were
seized. This was an awaken-
ing experience as the abuse
and neglect that dogs suffer
in these places is unfathom-
able to most of us.

Other than the greedy
people that operate these
businesses, I believe the rest
of us agree on one thing. We
need to shut down every last
one of these places. Our dog
friends deserve so much bet-
ter. The problem is that not
everyone agrees on how to go
about doing that.

Some think this includes
the larger animal rights/
welfare organizations, that
legislation regarding the
breeding of dogs is the way to
go. I am not convinced that
they are right. I am certainly
not an expert on this subject
but it seems to me that the
current laws we have work
pretty well, when enforced. In
order to enforce the laws we
already have, authorities need

to know where to find these
places. The public must pay
attention to what is going on
around them and be willing
to report suspected violators
so they can be inspected or
raided. That is how our local
busts came about recently.
The dogs have been rescued,
the business shut down and

the owners are being pros-
ecuted. The system worked.

Currently there is legisla-
tion pending in our state,
a direct result of this latest
puppy mill bust, to produce
stronger laws. There is major
opposition about this coming
from many, many responsible
dog enthusiasts. I have read
much about their objections
and they make very legitimate
points.

I would like to offer an-

other solution, which I think
makes more sense. I won't say
it will be easy but it is simple
and it will work. If there is
no market for these pup-
pies, there is no way to make
money breeding mass quanti-
ties and the puppy mills will
be forced to shut themselves
down.

Okay then, so how do we
go about doing this? I think
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education is a big key. Anyone
getting ready to buy a puppy
needs to know the basics,
especially about puppy mills
and how to avoid them.

Yes, it is easy to say,
just don’t buy a purebred
or rescue a dog or puppy
instead. But, that is not fair or
reasonable in my opinion. Not
everyone wants a mixed breed
dog or a rescue and there are
lots of legitimate reasons for
this.

In my own case, I have
owned purebreds, mixed
breeds and many rescues.

My current dog friend is my
favorite breed, a golden re-
triever, and she was a rescue.
Unfortunately, I had to rescue
her as a puppy because of

all the behavior and physical
problems she has. Even as

a behavior therapist, trainer
and expert that I am, living
with my Annie has not been
easy. In fact, it has been re-
ally difficult. It has cost me a
small fortune to care for her
physical issues and they are
lifelong problems. I have also
had to alter my lifestyle and
the other animals that I live
with considerably to accom-
modate her. Honestly, I do not
want to do this again.

When my Annie is gone,

I just want to enjoy my next
dog. I want to buy a well bred,
solid temperament and physi-
cally healthy puppy, a golden
retriever, of course. I do not
think that there is anything
wrong with that.

Getting back to the basics
then, anyone getting ready to
buy a puppy needs to know
that responsible, reputable
breeders never sell their
puppies via pet stores, period.
Rarely is it possible to find
puppies at a pet store that
did not come from a puppy
mill. This would be a store
that normally does not sell
puppies but is helping out
someone in the neighbor-
hood that had an “accidental”
litter. Cases like these are easy
to verify.

So, please do not buy
puppies from pet stores un-
less they come from a local

rescue. If you think you are
saving the puppy, think again.
When you buy that pup, you
make room for another and
the cycle continues. If you
cannot help yourself, do not
go into these stores. In fact,
do what I do and refuse to
shop at a store that sells pup-
pies.

I suggest that you be very
careful when shopping for
a pup via the Internet or
newspaper ads. Buying a dog
from a responsible breeder is
like adopting a kid. You must
qualify to buy one of their
dogs. They will not sell their
pups to just anyone who has
the money, so beware.

It is extremely important
to see where the pups have
been living and to meet the
parents, at least the mother.
Do not meet a breeder
somewhere other than their
home to pick up your pup,
even if it saves you lots of
travel. It is so important to
see the environment the pup
came from. This can be tricky
though because these greedy
breeders are very clever.

In our local case, these
people had a beautiful
country estate. Their breeding
operations were someplace
else. It was very deceiving.
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HELP FOR ANIMALS

Martha Norwalk

Martha Norwalk is an animal behavior
therapist with over 35 years of
professional experience and service. ¥
She also hosts her own radio show,
Martha Norwalk’s Animal World,
Sunday mornings on Alternative Talk
AM 1150. She is available for private
sessions, either in your home or over
the phone. With her holistic approach,
Martha can help you understand your
animal friends and solve any behavior,
training or healing issues that they

rates are suprisingly affordable

only need to see you once.

Martha’s Canine, Feline
and All Creature
Counseling

(206) 525-2016
www.marthanorwalk.com
marthalight@aol.com
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JUNGIAN PSYCHOTHERAPY

Life in transition
Spiritual deepening

* Bereavement

* Depression

* Trauma

* Relationship conflicts

* Adults, children, couples
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To help you engage with these images
of the Self and resolve your struggles,
Geri’s specialties include dreamwork,
sandplay therapy, guided imagery and
meditation.

Geri Grubbs, Ph.D., LICSW
Jungian analyst
Retreat setting by Cottage Lake

For more information see:
www.EastsideJung.com

425-844-8194

According to Carl
Jung, the divine
essence of one’s
being is the primary
healing and
transformative agent
of the psyche, which
is expressed in your
nightly dreams,
fantasies, and
creative expressions.

Woodinville

| have built a

successful 25-year

psychotherapy

practice out of helping

people resolve a wide

range of issues:

* Spiritual awakening
and crisis

* Balancing emotion

* Meditation Instruction

* Clinical Hypnotherapy

PSYCHOLOGY, COUNSELING,
& THERAPY
EFFECTIVE
EXPERIENCED
PSYCHOTHERAPY

WITH SPIRITUAL
OPENNESS

Sue Neufeld-Ellis

due to accidents and illnesses
* Anxiety * Depression ® Anger * Guilt
* Childhood trauma and abuse

Let me help you open to your
spiritual aspirations. | employ a
variety of techniques, such as:

* EMDR (eye movement therapy)
* Lifespan Integration and Rebirthing

(CD samples on website)

Sue Neufeld-Ellis,
LMHC, CSAT, RN
Bellevue office, 25 years experience
www.quantumhealing.us
(425) 455-4207
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UNIVERSAL WHITE TIME

HEALING

is used for heal-

ing humanity

on every level,

and healing of

Mother Earth,

animals, plants

and all life situ-

ations. UWTH

can be facilitated in person or remotely,
and at higher levels may be used for
large numbers of people, or entire
regions. UWTH Gemstone Healing is
also available.

NEW EARTH TEACHINGS are given
in ten chapters focusing on tools for
preparing ourselves and Mother Earth
for Ascension to the NEW EARTH.
Learn to open portals, clear karmic
threads, work with the NEW chakras,
expand your total brain capacity with
protection of the New Inner Light,
raising your frequency with vibrational
symbols, NEW EARTH meditations &
more. Purchase NET Chapters 5-9,
and receive chapters |-4 free.

MATANYA

UWTH Level 4 Practitioner
UWTH Level | & 2 Teacher
NET Level 2 Teacher and Lecturer

Advanced Tachyon
Practitioner/Distributor
CELESTIAL HEALING ARTS
360-691-0320
matanya@celestialhealingarts.com
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